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Kentucky Youth 
Assembly is a 3-day 
student-led government 
experience where stu-
dents get the chance to 
research and create 
their own bill. Every 
year our school takes a 
group of students who 
are interested in the 
political and govern-
mental process, and 
allow them to partici-
pate in KYA, which is 
a great opportunity for 
all of our students. 
Participation in this 
club and event allows 
students to debate their 
ideas and pass the bills 
they choose, as if they 
were a real part of 
Congress. “KYA offers 
students the opportuni-
ty to learn about a wide 
variety of issues, devel-
op critical thinking 
skills, and articulate 
their beliefs while 
engaging constructively 
with their peers from 
around the 
Commonwealth,” says 

Ginny Muse, supervi-
sor for KYA at our 
school.

 It is a learning 
experience for stu-
dents to learn about 
the important issues in 
our state government 
and develop a political 
idea of who they are 
and what they believe 
in. Learning about 
politics at a young age 
is vitally important, 
especially when a lot 
of us are so close to 
turning 18. When we 
reach this age of adult-
hood and exit high 
school, we need to 
have an idea of why 
we should take part in 
politics and govern-
ment and vote for rep-
resentatives who rep-
resent our beliefs and 
values. KYA allows us 
to discover these 
things before we turn 
18. KYA also allows 
teenagers to meet 
other students from 
various other counties 

who have the same 
ideas as them, and 
debate with people 
who do not. “This 
year was the first time 
my bill passed 
through to the gover-
nor. This allowed me 
to present my bill to 
her and learn the pro-
cess,” stated Hannah 
Fultz. Her bill was to 
require that all motor-
cyclists wear helmets 
when driving. The bill 
passed to the gover-
nor, but was com-
bined with another to 
pass through all the 
way.

Another high-
light of this year’s 
KYA was the chance 
to meet Alison 
Grimes, a key figure 
in Democratic 
Kentucky politics. 
She came to talk to 
the delegates about 
the importance of stu-
dents learning and 
getting involved in 
government. Grimes 
also told delegates the 
importance of making 
every day great. “It 
was really exciting to 
see Alison Grimes and 
hear her speak” says 
Hannah Detassis. The 
Outstanding Delegate 
Award was given to 
Haleigh Ralls, an 
MCHS Senior, who 

Veteran’s Day, 
celebrated on 
November 11th, is a 
day of appreciation and 
recognition of brave 
soldiers. Families and 
friends come together to 
show their gratitude 
towards those who have 
served and protected 
our country.To many, 
this day is a symbol of 
bravery, patriotism, and 
respect.

“Veterans Day 
to me is a day that you 
thank all the live mem-
bers of the military and 
show your appreciation 
for what they’ve done,” 
Colonel Stepanchuk 
said. He added, “If you 
think about it, where we 
are today and the things 
that we can do today, if 
our veterans didn’t fight 
in those wars to protect 
those freedoms we 
could be like under 
Saddam Hussein, we 
could’ve been under the 

Taliban rule, we 
could’ve been under 
Nazi rule, and under 
those rules we 
wouldn’t have the free-
doms that we have.” 

“The men and 
women of the armed 
forces gave us the free-
doms to do what we 
want, basically, so we 
can complain about our 
government, we can 
complain about school, 
we complain about 
leaders, right?” 
Stepanchuk said, 
“Without that you 
wouldn’t have that 
right of freedom of 
speech. So that’s what 
Veterans day means to 
me. I thank all those 
people that are alive, 
for all the things that 
they did, for all the 
holidays that they gave 
up, for all the time 
away from their fami-
lies, birthdays, 

Christmas, you name it. 
It’s tough, but I thank 
them on Veterans Day.” 

On Monday, 
November 9th, students 
rallied in the Barn at 
MCHS to honor those 
who have served in the 
U.S. Armed Forces, as 
well as those who have 
passed away while in 
combat. 

This year there 
were around a total of 
21 veterans recognized 
at MCHS. The ceremo-
ny began with the 
JROTC instructor, 
Colonel Stepanchuk, 
explaining the meaning 
of Veterans Day, and 
then he asked for a 
moment of silence for 
those who’ve departed 
while serving in the 
military. The ceremony 
progressed to the 
JROTC team presenting 
the flags. This is a way  
“to honor the nation and 
the state for everything 
that it stands for,” as 
Colonel Stepanchuk 
says.

The JROTC 
color guard performed 
The Presentation of the 
Colors for the Veterans, 
honoring the army, 

Our community’s Veterans, standing to gain        
recognition at the assembly. 

A cadet performing the Presentation of Colors.

marines, navy, air force, 
and the coast guard.  
Each branch was repre-
sented by a flag that a 
student from JROTC 
would perform a drill 
with. Between each of 
the flag performances, a 
speech was given about 
each.  After all the flags 
were placed in order, 
Mike Barnard, a staff 
member at MCHS, per-
formed Taps on the 
trumpet- a simple, 150 
year old melody used to 
honor men and women 
who have served.  

After the 
Veteran’s Day ceremo-
ny, Colonel Stepanchuk 
praised the students for 
acting in a mature and 
respectful manner 
during the ceremony. 
Following Colonel 
Stepanchuk’s  
announcement, the 
Veterans were escorted 
to a reception, where 
they were treated with 
food and drinks.

 Thank you to all 
the courageous veterans 
who have preserved our 
beautiful country. 

commented that “The 
award was given to me 
for having a good 
speech for our bill.” 
MCHS was also award-
ed with the 
Outstanding Delegation 
Award, a huge honor 
for our school that tes-
tifies just how talented 
our students are. For 
the students that did 
not write a bill, they 
got the chance to rate 
and discuss various 
other bills, which is 
just as an important 
task. Delegates got to 
choose their favorites 
and vote against ones 
they disliked. “My 
favorite bill was allow-
ing criminals on death 
row to donate their 
organs,” said Hannah 
Detassis. KYA is full of 
great ideas such as this 
bill, and it is all pre-
sented by the youth of 
our state. This year’s 
annual KYA trip was a 
success and was excit-
ing for the delegates 
that got to go from our 
school. Delegates got 
to face the problems 
that face our state and 
find solutions. They 
were exposed to differ-
ent ideas and met many 
new friends. If you are 
interested in participat-
ing in any future 
KYAs, contact Mrs. 
Whaley.

“Helping others helps us to 
realize what we have and 
appreciate it,” says Beta 
Club president Jenna Leach, 
and that’s why for the last 
month the Beta Club has 
been collecting toys to be 
distributed to underprivi-
leged kids of Montgomery 
County. For the second year 
in a row the Beta Club has 
gone out of its way to reach 
out and help those in need. 
This year from November 
5th to December 4th the Beta 
Club encouraged all other 
clubs and organizations at 
MCHS to join them and give 
back. Due to the success of 
last years drive the Beta club 
chose to extend this year’s 
by two days in order to 
match last years very suc-
cessful drive. With the addi-
tional two days this year the 
club was able to both equal 
and exceed their intake from 
last years drive. Donations 
were great for the entire time 
of the drive, but it all really 
shot up during the last two 
days as last-minute donators 

clamored to help out, donat-
ing nearly fifty toys a day on 
those two days. Beta Club 
president Jenna Leach speaks 
very highly of her time as 
president, and particularly her 
involvement in the Toys for 
Tots toy drive, saying “We are 
being encouraged to do it next 
year too due to our success 
and I hope that whoever takes 
over my position as president 
goes through with it with as 
much success and pride as we 
did.”  Toys for Tots is a nation-
al organization devoted to 
helping underprivileged 
youths and giving them the 
best Christmas they’ve ever 
had. Our Beta Club is very 
proud to be in alliance with 
this greatly charitable organi-
zation and just to help chil-
dren have a good Christmas. 
Beta Club sponsor Mrs. 
Farrow says, “We are very 
happy to have been involved 
in such a good movement for 
the past two years and hope to 
continue our success with it 
into the future.”
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 The auditorium is 
engulfed in darkness as the 
lights dim. Whispers die out 
and the only sound remaining 
is the squeaking of the cur-
tains opening as the 2015 
Encore show begins.

 “It [is] a non-threaten-
ing musical performance,” 
Director Ashley Tyree said. 
“By non-threatening I mean 
there’s no audition, so people 
just show up.”

 The students worked 
for six weeks on the medley 
from the musical Little Shop 
Of Horrors.

 “The large group num-
ber was my favorite part of the 
show because it was fun, it 

had a lot of energy, and we got to 
see a lot of talent,.” director Kim 
Barnes said.

 The show also featured 
ten solos and three duets from 
various students involved in the 
show. 

 “In our duet, Jesse and I 
were supposed to kiss at the very 
end, and it was just awkward for 
everyone, but we got there,” 
Sophomore Karisma Keeton said. 

 Though sometimes long 
and tedious, the rehearsals had a 
sort of magic about them. 

  “Dress rehearsal. It’s 
always dress rehearsal,” Junior 
Emily Spradling said about her 
favorite part of the process. “It’s 
the first time you get to do every-

thing onstage with cos-
tumes and lights and 
props.”

 Despite all the 
rehearsals, though, no one 
could predict the technical 
malfunction at the school 
show on November 10. 

  “When our CD 
messed up at the beginning, 
it skipped ahead quite a 
few measures,” Tyree said. 
“Momentarily, there were 
people looking around, try-
ing to figure out what to do. 
I’m sure it seemed like for-
ever to the kids onstage, 
but within five seconds of 
real time, we were back as 
if it had never happened.”

 This mishap did not 
change the way the direc-
tors saw the performance, 
though. 

 “Specifically that, I 
think everybody, including 
the kids on stage, should be 
proud of.” Tyree said. 

Encore

Amburgey Farm Machinery
530 S. Queen Street

859-498-1113

The following students performed in the 2015 Encore program. From left to right on the top row:  
Karisma Keeton, Emily Spradling, Jesse Cole, Rezin Tuttle, Victoria Toy, and Tristina Salmon. From left 
to right on the bottom row:   Allen Reed, Parker Poulos, and Gabe Douglas. 

 The National Arts 
Honors Society is a national 
association that deals with 
those with art related talents 
that provides people to expand 
their interests. It also allows 
these people to participate in 
community services and other 
activities. “The types of stu-
dents that are involved with 
the society include those who 
have qualifications and dedi-
cation to the arts that are 
selected by teachers and then 
nominated to be in the NAHS,” 
said Isabel Schmitt,  a current 
member of the National Arts 
Honors Society, or the NAHS. 
Continuing with more detailed 
information, “ We do commu-
nity service, like hosting pub-
lic events such as the Christmas 
Tea that is coming up on 
December 4th at the 
Community Center. We also 
raise money by selling tables 
for seven guests and a host to 

sit at one and they can deco-
rate it as they please, buy food 
to eat, and also see vendors 
there to sell things that could 
be used as great Christmas 
presents. The Christmas Tea 
is the biggest event of the year 
for the NAHS.”  Another 
example of one of their 
Community Service activities 
is “Meet Princess Day” This 
will include the NAHS mem-
bers dressing up as princes 
and princesses for kids and 
meet and greet with them. 
The officers of the NAHS 
are:President- Destini 
Chenault, Vice President- 
Maggie  Groeber, 
Co-secretary- Kayla Godby 
and Caroline Jenkins, 
Treasurer-  Emily 
Workman,and the Historian- 
Erin Craycraft.One of the 
members of NAHS, Isabel 
Schmitt;“My favorite thing 
would have to be the 
Christmas Tea of course, it’s 
really fun and I mean, free 
food for us.” Not only do you 
get the opportunity to further 
your artsy desires, but also 
you get the opportunity to 
learn where to begin with an 
art career. Also guidance can 
also be provided including 
college and what you might 
want to do with your life.

National Arts 
Honors Society

Written by

Kayla Clemons

Staff Writer 

“Shape the phrases.”
“Nawh stree.”
“Nyoos.”
    These are only a few of the 
many odd phrases that could 
have been heard in the rehears-
als for the All-State Chorus 
auditions. 
    The auditions, held on 
October 14, included sight 
reading and performing a pre-
pared song in an acapella 
quartet. 
    “Sight reading was definite-

ly the hardest because it was 
in a time that we hadn’t 
worked on.” senior Katie 
Cottle said. 
     The song, Agnus Dei by 
Morely, was sung in Latin, a 
language common in choral 
pieces. 
    “Remembering all the 
words was one of the hardest 
parts.” sophomore Tristina 
Salmon said.
     Despite the difficulty of the 
audition process, Montgomery 
County had 12 students who 
made All-State this year: 
Jackson Campbell, Jessie 
Cole, Katie Cottle, Natalie 
Dunaway, Kaitlyn Parker, 
Parker Poulos, Savannah 
Sain, Tristina Salmon, Ben 
Short, Emily Spradling, 
Victoria Toy, and Roman 
Wood.
   “I’m proud of my solo in the 
quartet because I didn’t waver 
at all, and I was confident.” 
Salmon said. 

Written by

Parker Poulos

Editor

All-State Choir

     FCA is an organization that 
focuses on serving the local 
communities by empowering 
and encouraging people to 
make a difference for Jesus. 
    “It was originally organized 
in 1954 to present to coaches 
and athletes (and any that they 
come in contact with) the 
wonderful challenges and 
adventures of receiving Jesus 
as their Savior and Lord and 
to serve Him in all that they 
do.” said Mrs. Fultz, the 
Co-sponsor of the club. 
     FCA stands for Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes because 
it originally was only for 
coaches and athletes but was 

Written by

Madison Rogers

Staff Writer 

Fellowship for the One the 
Only

later expanded to include any 
who believes. 
     FCA has meetings on the 3rd 
club meeting day each month. 
Since the MCHS FCA is part-
nered with the First Baptist 
Church in Mt. Sterling they are 
able to bring guest speakers to 
provide their own personal sto-
ries of the importance accepting 
Jesus as their Savior. 
     There are also sometimes 
guest musicians that play during 
or before the meeting. On 
Tuesday mornings at 7:30 AM, 
FCA provides and hold a break-
fast at the at the church for any-
one who would want to attend.
     “I am very proud to be a 

co-sponsor of the organiza-
tion here at MCHS.  It pro-
vides an opportunity for 
some students to hear about 
the Word of God, many of 
whom might not be able to 
otherwise.” Mrs. Fultz said 
“Even if it is someone who  
comes in with a friend or to 
just get out of class, there is 
always the possibility that 
they will be touched by the 
spirit. I think that is a fan-
tastic possibility!” 
     If interested in the FCA 
you can also contact  Ms. 
Andrea Bartlett, the other 
co-sponsor of the FCA. 

You’re Somebody’s Type

Written by

Ashlyn 
Robertson

Staff Writer 

 ROTC hosted a blood 
drive on Friday December 4th. 
One in every seven people 
going into the hospital will 
need blood. Blood cannot be 
made, only donated. There 
were about 60 people signed 
up that gave about one pint of 
blood each at the ROTC blood 
drive. There blood donors 
have the potential to save up to 
about 180 lives. Colonel 
Stepanchuk said “It makes you 
feel good that you can save 

people’s lives. I hope more 
will be apart of our next 
blood drive.”  Montgomery 
County High School will 
definitely save many peo-
ple’s lives. Thank you so 
much to everyone who 
donated. 
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Senior 
News

 - 18 year old males can sign up for the draft.
 
- Financial Aid working session 2-4 p.m. on 
January 24th in the computer lab.
 
- Seniors need to be looking and applying to 
colleges.
 
- Mid January Community Scholarship book 
availiable. 
 
- Febuary 6th:  ACT, if you need to take it.

 - Conduct college campus visits.

 - Seniors need to be visiting guidance web-

page for scholarships.

The Montgomery County Area 
Technology Center Career 
Fair took place this year on 
September 30 in the MCHS 
arena. Students in the third 
and fourth grade attended from 
all of the surrounding elemen-
tary schools. Students were 
able to participate in various 
occupational activities. 
Students in carpentry, weld-
ing, automotive, and business 
helped run their classes’ sta-
tions and teach the younger 
students who were attending. 
Elementary students who par-

ATC Career Fair

Written by

Breanna Asberry

Staff Writer 

ticipated in the carpentry sta-
tion were given the opportuni-
ty to drill screws into a board 
at the display.  Students were 
also welcomed to participate 
in tool identification, where 
they got to learn the names of 
different types of tools and 
how they work, personal pro-
tective gear displays, comput-
er gaming, where they watched 
videos of popular videogames 
and how they were made, and 
money management, which 
allowed them to practice writ-
ing checks and counting 
money.
“It was really fun and I learned 
a lot. Drilling the screws was 
my favorite part!” Fourth grad-
er Anthony Jouett said describ-
ing the fun he had that day. He 
wishes to become a profes-
sional soccer player when he 
grows up.
The Career Fair this year gave 
students amazing opportuni-
ties to participate in activities 
of their interest and inspire 
new ones.

     This is the first year that 
the Health Occupations 
Students of America Coat 
Drive is working with the 
Montgomery County 
Homeless Coalition. Their 
goal is to collect as much 
items like coats, mittens, 
hats,etc. as possible to help 
out those in Montgomery 
County who are in need. 
     The HOSA Coat Drive is 
open to anyone who wants to 
help gather supplies or can 
donate.
     HOSA will also be helping 
with monthly dinners to serve 
those in the homeless commu-

Written by

Madison Rogers

Staff Writer 

Warm Coats, 
Warm Hearts

nity. They are collecting 
coats, hats, mittens, and 
toiletries (toothpaste, 
deodorant, shampoo, 
toothbrushes, etc.) 
They will be delivering the 
supplies to the homeless 
coalition, which will dis-
pense them to those in 
need as necessary. They 
will deliver these supplies 
that were collected on 
November 28, when we 
serve dinner, the deadline 
is November 24 (the last 
day of school before 
break). 

MoCo Spirit

Written by

Breanna Asberry

Staff Writer 

up the tempo of the game!” 
Luke Dragoo, a former football 
player for MCHS said. 
     Blue crew is about getting 
pumped, having a great time and 
cheering on sports players, driv-
ing them to win. 
 Blue Crew creates a very 
upbeat atmosphere for each 
game, keeping the crowd on the 
edge of their seats and the team 
ready for victory. 
 Our sports teams truly 
do appreciate and find motiva-
tion in the support the crew pro-
vides them with. Joining Blue 
Crew is a great way of showing 
how much you support our 
school and enjoy being a part of 
Montgomery County High 
School.
 If you’re interested in 
joining Blue Crew, all students 
are welcome to join, and are 
encouraged to participate at 
games to support our school 
sports and their classmates

 The more students who 
participate, the better support 
for our school’s players. 
There’s never too many people 
to help cheer on teams. 
 For information about 
upcoming games, follow Blue 
Crew on their twitter account 
(@_BlueCrew_) or talk to 
Jeramiah Warner.

 Blue Crew is a stu-
dent led organization that 
goes out to support a variety 
of MCHS sports at home 
and away games. Students 
in the club go to games and 
sit in a designated section 
with the crew and cheer on 
our school teams in different 
themes.
  The themes for the 
games are determined and 
then spread through twitter 
and by word of mouth to 
inform others to dress 
accordingly. In the past, stu-
dents have dressed in beach 
attire, neon clothing, had 
paint wars and gone the tra-
ditional route, wearing 
school spirit colors. 
 The different themes 
add to the fun and create a 
ton of excitement and cre-
ativity for each game. 
     “Blue Crew provides a lot 
of support for us and keeps 
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 The Lady 
Indians Volleyball 
team had an overall 
record of 17-17 this 
season after advancing 
to Regionals. When 
asked, Senior, Kayla 
Godby said that they 
could have advanced 
even further if the team 
had more confidence in 
their abilities. The most 
memorable moment 
of the season for the 
senior was playing 
What Are The Odds 
at the Harrison Coun-
ty tournament with 
other team members. 
For the girls, the most 
challenging opponent 
was Scott High School. 
While the girls didn’t 
advance as far as they 

should have, Montgom-
ery County High School 
is very proud of their 
achievements this year. 
Kayla also says that if 
the underclassmen stick 
with playing volley-
ball, it will be worth it 
by the time they get to 
where she is. Also for 
the underclassmen next 
year, Kayla says you 
have a good founda-
tion because of middle 
school volleyball and 
most of you have played 
on the freshman team. 
The coaches, Mark Da-
vidson, Paige Roussos, 
and Bradley Craycraft, 
did a great job this year 
pushing the girls to their 
full potential and know-
ing how much they can 

achieve through a lit-
tle hard word and ded-
ication. Senior Chel-
sea Hawkins, said she 
had a great year. She 
is so glad everyone 
stuck together through 
hard times and nev-
er gave up. She will 
miss it very much. To 
the seniors that will 
be leaving this year 
to go to college, we 
are very proud to call 
you an Indian and we 
look forward to the 
accomplishments you 
will achieve. We are 
proud of your sea-
son, and the way you 
represented us in the 
tournament and the 
games you played.  We 
wish the team a very 
successful and prosper-
ous rest of their academ-
ic year, and to the girls 
next year, we wish them 
the best of luck during 
their season. 

 The Montgom-
ery County boys soccer 
team’s excellent sea-
son has come to an end. 
Throughout the season 
they boys have won a 
District Championship 
for the fifth year in a row 
and a 
Region Championship 
for the first time since 
2009. The team posted 
an outstanding record of 
20 wins, 3 losses and 1 
tie when they beat Bour-
bon County in the Re-
gional Championship. 
They scored 4-2 which 
allowed them to make 
it to the Sweet Sixteen 
and the state tournament 

They posted an unbeaten 
5-0 record in our Dis-
trict and an unbeaten 
record of  12-0 in our 
Region. The final game 
was played on Monday, 
October 26, when they 
hosted a game against 
Covington Catholic, a 
team they previously 
defeated by 4-0. During 
the first half it was tied 
until senior, Christian 
Bowling, scored after 
the keeper blocked se-
nior, Alex Shkraba’s, 
shot. They went into 
halftime with a 1-0 lead 
but Covington Catholic 
came out strong in the 
second half. Covington 

scored in the first six 
minutes and again with 
14 minutes to play. 
In the final 5 minutes 
Alex Shkraba made a 
penalty kick to tie the 
game but with defense 
unset and emotions 
high Covington Cath-
olic's forward dribbled 
straight through the 
Montgomery County’s 
defense and scored the 
winning goal with just 
minutes to go, ending 
Montgomery County’s 
season. Despite the 
loss, Coach Nick Pan-
nell was happy with 
the heart his players 
possessed. “Through 
the season they showed 
great heart. The hard 
work and dedication 
that this group of se-
niors held taught the 
younger classes how to 
be successful.”

Full of Potential
Written by:

Callie Teague

Staff Writer

Written by:

Ben Spence

Staff Writer

Written by:

Haley 
Willoughby

Staff Writer

Jay Harris, has made the great decision to sign his 
Letter of Intent with  Georgetown College. He plans 
to play on their golf team during the 2016-2017 sea-
son. 

Congratulations to our girls’ Cross Country team. They won Regional Runner Up 
the last weekend of  October for the first time in MCHS history. They went on to 
compete at the State Tournament on November 7th. Pictured above from left to 
right are: April Eling, Marissa Forrest, Lauren Patrick, Skylar Peyton, Jewlee 
Holbrook, Lacey Johnson, and Chyenne Sargent. 

Go Indians!!!

Alex Shkraba tries to defend Covington Catholic.  

Haydon Chism, Tucker Norris, and Shelby Combs 
fight for the rebound during the Blue-White 
Scrimmage.

Congratulations to Kelsey Holland for signing his 
Letter of Intent to play  baseball at Alice Lloyd 
College. He signed on November 30th, 2015 and is 
pictured with family members, coaches, and repre-
sentatives of Alice Lloyd. 

On November 19th, 
Montgomery County 
held their annual Blue 
and White Game. The 
admission to the game 
was a donation of a bas-
ketball supply (towel, 
laundry detergent, dry 
erase markers, soap, 
etc.) or a new or used 
toy for children ages 
four to ten years old in 
order to help the Mont-
gomery County Beta 
Club Toy Drive. 
This game sets the tone 
for the upcoming girls 
and boys basketball 
seasons.  As always, this 
year’s games were no 
disappointment.   
The girls’ white team 
was coached by Glen 
Conyers and was lead 
by Sarah Arnett, Kenne-
dy Igo, Lake Williamson, 
Brooke Young, and Syd-
ney Greene. The blue 
team was spearheaded 

by Coach J. High. Kaitlyn 
Barber, Makayla Harris, 
Adrienne Tuttle, Bailey 
Cobb, and Emilie Carter 
all started for the blue 
team. Hannah Sorrell, 
Senior, was out due to 
an injury. 
“Both sides showed a 
good performance and 
the team is really op-
timistic about the sea-
son.” Hannah said
For the guys, Coach 
Jones was the white 
team coach while Coach 
D. High was the blue 

team coach. While both 
teams fought a tough 
battle, the white team 
came out on top.  The 
white team starters in-
cluded Caswell Fuller, 
Cameron Smith, Cody 
Parsley, Shelby Combs, 
and J.C. Bettger.  The 
blue team was lead by 
Art Walker, Paul Wise, 
Hayden Chism, Bren-
nan Canada, and Tucker 
Norris. 
 “Both teams played 
excellently.” Senior Cas-
well Fuller said, “I think 
based on the way both 
teams played the sea-
son is looking really 
promising.” 
Junior, Jerryd Jones, 
was out with an injury 
and did not play.  
 Various commu-
nity teams and groups 
were introduced before 
the games. 
This Blue and White 
game is meant to in-
troduce the teams and 
kick off the basketball 
season, an event that 
is enjoyed by all in our 
community.   

Blue/White Scrimmage One for the Recordbook 
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Looking at num-
ber 25 on the football 
field, you would never 
guess that he is play-
ing in complete silence. 
    Mason Gooch was 
born profoundly deaf, 
and had a cochlear im-
plant put in at the age 
of about 19 months.
    “He was making 
sounds, so we didn’t re-
alize it until his grand-
mother noticed one 
day.” Mason’s father, 
Dan Gooch said, “She 
said ‘I don’t think Ma-
son can hear.’ and so we 
went to get him checked 
out, and found out he 
was profoundly deaf.”
    At 22 months old, the 
implant was turned on, 
and from there it was 
nothing but hard work. 
Mason had to go through 
speech therapy for about 
five years, and he would 
go to these lessons four 
to five times each week. 
    “It took a lot of work, but 
he reads lips really, really 
well.” Dan Gooch said.
    However, Mason is 
not the average deaf 
student. He does not 

know any sign language.
    “If there comes 
a time, then I’ll get 
[sign language].” 
Mason said, “Right 
now I just read lips”
    Despite not knowing 
any sign language, Ma-
son still communicates as 
well as any other person. 
    “If he’s looking at you, 
his speech is so good, 
most people have no 
idea that he’s profoundly 
deaf.” Dan Gooch said.
    Also, despite his dis-
ability, he has played 
football for 14 years. 
Because his implant pro-
cessor does not fit un-
der his helmet, he plays 
in complete silence. 
    “It’s complete silence, 
nothing at all.” Ma-
son said, “I just imag-
ine in my head what the 
sounds are like, the hits, 
the whistles, everything. 
It’s just all in my head.”
    Playing in silence is 
extremely detrimental 
to a player’s skills, es-
pecially when the play-
er may not be able to 
see their teammates or 
referees to communi-
cate, but Mason plays 

and communicates ex-
tremely well on the field.
    “We take hearing for 
granted, you know, we 
don’t really realize how 
big a part of our life 
is hearing, being able 
to hear and communi-
cate.” Dan Gooch said. 
    For example, being 
able to hear is especial-
ly important in class-
es where a teacher will 
lecture for 90 minutes. 
    “When I was little, I had 
a lot (of difficulty) with 
teachers because they 
would all wear mics.” 
Mason said, “Now, I 
don’t use any micro-
phones, I just look at the 

teacher’s lips when she’s 
talking, or he’s talking.” 
    Being in crowded 
places also has an ef-
fect on Mason’s hearing.
    “If he’s in a big open 
space, or if he’s in a 
place like a cafeteria or 
a gym where there’s a lot 
of noise, then it’s kinda 
hard for him to really 
focus on the sounds and 
be able to hear.” Dan 
Gooch said. “Some-
times in a classroom 
situation, there can be a 
lot of static, and that can 
make it harder for him to 
hear what’s going on.”
    However, Mason’s 
disability has not kept 

him from creating life-
long friendships. One 
of his closest friends 
has been with him since 
they played Jr. Pro 
football as children. 
    “We played basket-
ball and football togeth-
er, and when I don’t get 
something, what the 
coaches said or the plays, 
I just read his lips.” Ma-
son said, “He’s always 
been there for me no 
matter what, and he gets 
me what I need to know.” 
    Despite Mason be-
ing very open about his 
disability, he has still 
had some friends who 
just didn’t understand.

    “I’ve had a bunch 
of friends (who didn’t 
understand), but once 
they get to know me, I 
get comfortable enough 
to tell them everything 
about me.” Mason said. 
    Throughout his life, 
Mason has faced enor-
mous difficulties, but he 
has defeated the odds. 
    “He was always very 
positive, and would 
always work to over-
come his disability, and 
any distractions that he 
might have.” Dan Gooch 
said. “He’s done ex-
tremely well. As a coach 
and a father, I couldn’t 
be more proud of him.”

Beating the 
Odds

Photo Courtesy of The Herald Leader

Mason and Dan Gooch pose on the stands at Cunningham Field.  “We take hearing for granted, you know, 
we don’t really realize how big a part of our life is hearing, being able to hear and communicate.” Dan Gooch 
said. 
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Safety in schools has recently 
become a hot topic in Amer-
ica. With a recent shooting 
at a college in Oregon kill-
ing nine people, an Eastern 
Kentucky University had 
a threat which closed the 
school and evacuated the 
campus for a weekend, and 
multiple bomb threats here at 
our school including one that 

shut down our school for a day. 
Can  schools be considered safe 
anymore?
 In the past weeks our 
school system has had four 
bomb threats. One at the in-
termediate school, one at the 
middle school, and two at the 
high school. The one at the mid-
dle school was a copycat of the 
threat made at EKU a few days 
earlier. The one at the interme-

diate school shut down our 
school system for an entire 
day, while the two at the 
high school were investigat-
ed, were found not serious, 
and a call went out. 
 When should threats 
be taken seriously and when 
should they not? I under-
stand that not every time 
someone writes a threat we 
can get out of school but 
all bomb threats are threats 
and should be investigated 
as all of ours were. Al-
though nothing dangerous 
has come from these threats 
thus far, they are still not 
to be taken lightly by the 
students,staff, and admin-
stration.  
 Schools used to be 

Voice of The Tribe
How can the school improve on safety?

Jill Rush
“Lock the doors, have more teach-

ers at exits, and more officers.”

Logan Ball
“The school could hire more offi-

cers to patrol the halls and look out 
for suspicious activity.”

Carrie Sorrel
“Teachers need to be more 

involved. If they see something, 
they should stop it right away.”

Jeremy Purvis 
“I think teachers are already doing 

a decent job.”

Written by

Ashlyn Robertson

Staff Writer

Safety in Schools a safe place for people to 
go and learn, now schools 
safety is on the forefront of 
students, parents, and staff 
members mind. Schools 
should be a place where stu-
dents feel safe and comfort-
able and able to learn. With 
all the current events going 
on in our school system and 
across the country schools 
cannot do what they were 
made to do. 
 Some solutions our 
school has begun to imple-
ment are to have students 
sign out and sign back in 
when they leave their class-
room. Also to have teachers 
check the bathrooms every 
45 minutes in case any kind 
of threat is written you can 

narrow down the suspects 
very quickly. Also do ran-
dom sweeps of the parking 
lot in order to make sure that 
no one has anything illegal 
on school property. The last 
solution is to lock the bath-
room doors in between class-
es, because not only does it 
interrupt class, but teachers 
can’t monitor the bathrooms 
while they have class going 
on. 
 Some people may 
think that locking the bath-
rooms during class will be in 
an issue in case of an emer-
gency, but all teachers have a 
key to unlock the bathrooms. 
So if there was an emergency 
a student would be able to get 
in the bathroom.


